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I Wish I knew how it 
would feel to be free 
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SongList 

We Shall Overcome

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Web007rzSOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzEDYoE7YQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzEDYoE7YQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_OX2HwWy-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Web007rzSOI&list=PL8_kt55DAaF4LKeyCF-iEvBcnEjD6oqx5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1osKWCDXl40


Description 

John Mayer might be waiting on the world to change, but that's not what we want our 
students to do. This presentation will focus on instructional approaches and assignments 
that empower students to apply the skills they learn in school to create change in their 
communities today. Participants will learn how to structure and assess civic 
engagement-based projects such as the C-SPAN StudentCam contest, the New York Times 
Student Editorial contest, and crafting questions for local school board candidates. 
Presenters will also share their approaches to using exemplar texts related to social justice, 
including Langston Hughes "Let America Be America Again," Martin Luther King’s Letter 
from Birmingham Jail, Greta Thunberg’s speech at the 2019 U.N. Climate Summit, Malcolm 
Gladwell’s essay “Why the Revolution Will Not Be Tweeted,” and persuasive political posters. 
Participants will view student models and engage in discussion around how the ideas 
presented could work in their own classrooms.
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Rhetorical Situation  

Speaker Message

Audience

PURPOSECo
nt

ex
t 



Langston Hughes 
“Let America Be America Again”

01



Esquire
June 1, 1936



Pre-Reading
● Langston Hughes - famous writer of the 

Harlem Renaissance in the 1920s and 1930s
● “Let America Be America Again” - 

published in Esquire magazine in 1936



bit.ly/HughesLetAmBe

Bitly links are case-sensitive.







Pre-Reading cont.

What might the title 
“Let America Be America Again” mean?



Why does the speaker say,

There’s never been equality for me,
Nor freedom in this ‘homeland of the free’”?

Adapted from the Bill of Rights Institute’s “The Plainest Demands of Justice”



Why do you think the speaker includes these groups in particular?

Adapted from the Bill of Rights Institute’s “The Plainest Demands of Justice”



What do you think “mighty dream” refers to?

Adapted from the Bill of Rights Institute’s “The Plainest Demands of Justice”



How would you say the speaker feels about the American dream?
Adapted from the Bill of Rights Institute’s “The Plainest Demands of Justice”



Imagine the speaker engaged in a discussion 
with another character. 

 
● What does the poem’s speaker need to persuade the 

other person to do or think?

● How does each person feel about the the topic in 
particular? the discussion in general?

○ What is one physically observable action that 
indicates these feelings?

○ What are 3-4 comments or questions the other 
person might make or ask in response to the 
speaker’s message?



dr. Martin luther 
king, Jr.'s 

letter from 
birmingham jail

DAy One 



COntext 



COntext 



Reread the letter to King, what 
what four main claims 
(accusation) that the clergymen 
are making to King? 

bit.ly/KingClergyLetter



the clergymen's claims
1) King is an outsider, this should be handled by the 
people of Birmingham. 

2) He and his followers should negotiate for change 
rather than demonstration. 

3) Their actions are "unwise and untimely." 

4) There is no justification for breaking the law. 
(EXTREME) 



PART ONE - The opponent’s argument: Usually, you 
should not assume that your reader has read or 
remembered the argument you are refuting. Thus, at the 
beginning of your paragraph, you need to state, accurately 
and fairly, the main points of the argument you will refute.

PART TWO - Your position: Next, make clear the nature of 
your disagreement with the argument or position you are 
refuting.

The Art of the CounterArgument 



The Art of the CounterArgument 
PART THREE - Refutation, Concession, or Qualifier 

Your refutation: If you challenge the writer’s evidence, then you 
must present the more recent evidence. If you challenge 
assumptions, then you must explain why they do not hold up. If 
your position is that the piece is filled with fallacies, then you 
must present and explain each fallacy.
Concession: You agree that your opponent has a point, but 
explain why your points are more important. 
Qualifier: You agree that your opponent has a point, but only 
under certain circumstances. 



PART ONE - The opponent’s argument

PART TWO - Your position

PART THREE - Refutation, Concession, or Qualifier 
● Your refutation
● Concession
● Qualifier

The Art of the CounterArgument 



bit.ly/KingBirminghamLetter



the clergymen's claims
1) King is an outsider, this should be handled by the 
people of Birmingham. 

2) He and his followers should negotiate for change 
rather than demonstration. 

3) Their actions are "unwise and untimely." 

4) There is no justification for breaking the law. 
(EXTREME) 

Underline King's counterarguments to that claim. 



Speech to the 
united Nations 

By Greta Thumburg

Analyzing & Responding to



SCAFFOLDED 
QUESTIONS & 
ANNOTATIONS

https://www.npr.org/2019/09/23/763452863/transcript-greta-thunbergs-speech-at-the-u-n-climate-action-summit


Where do we see 
evidence of her 
understanding of 
the audience?
Underline & explain 
in the margin.

https://www.npr.org/2019/09/23/763452863/transcript-greta-thunbergs-speech-at-the-u-n-climate-action-summit


Thunberg assumes the 
persona of an adult 
and characterizes the 
adults as children.

Highlight the evidence.

https://www.npr.org/2019/09/23/763452863/transcript-greta-thunbergs-speech-at-the-u-n-climate-action-summit


Circle FIVE words 
that POP. In the 
margin, explain 
their connotations.

https://www.npr.org/2019/09/23/763452863/transcript-greta-thunbergs-speech-at-the-u-n-climate-action-summit


Why the Revolution 
Will Not Be 

Tweeted 
By Malcolm Gladwell

Analyzing & Responding to



“Fifty years after one of 
the most extraordinary 

episodes of social upheaval 
in American history, we 
seem to have forgotten 

what activism is.”



Zooming in
THE WORD THE PHRASE
What single word 
captured your 
attention or 
struck you as 
powerful?

What phrase (2 - 3 
words) moved, 
provoked, or 
engaged you?



Principles of Stickiness

https://heathbrothers.com/resources/overview/




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_omi9JgKnnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_omi9JgKnnw


#Yourturn
#TheContext: You are a high school student living 
in the 1960's and social media exists. You have 
participated in sit-ins and protests, and you want to 
convince high school students across the country to 
participate as well. 

#TheChallenge: Create a Tweet or IG post that 
aims to persuade other high school students to 
participate in a sit-in or protest. You must use the 
phrase from Gladwell's essay that you selected. 
Beyond that, be as creative as you'd like! Think 
about the six stickiness principles (slide 19)!   

#TheResource: Canva.com

https://www.canva.com/


STUDENT EXAMPLES
★ In what ways does the example demonstrate 

an understanding of the purpose of the 
Principles of Stickiness?

★ What feedback might you give this student?

bit.ly/Student-Examples



Principles of Stickiness



1.



2.



3.



#CROWDSOURCING
With what other texts might 
you pair with a social media 
challenge such as this?



C-SPan 
Documentary 

05





https://www.viddler.com/v/2b963e0b


Quarter Two 
Total: 44 Days
C-SPAN: 27 Days





PrOcess

1. Brainstorm Ideas: Quarter One 
Friday Warm-ups 

1. Research Topic 
2. Interview an Expert 
3. Information Pamphlet 
4. Presentations
5. Script
6. Edit (WeVideo) 
7. Viewing Party 

https://wwnorton.com/books/9781324016472
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n_k8Dmt8-9xwls9_-aWOa1BA04iHOWYZPv-13Jx92EY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n_k8Dmt8-9xwls9_-aWOa1BA04iHOWYZPv-13Jx92EY/edit?usp=sharing


REsouRces

Recommended Resources:
● StoryMaker (PBS 

Student Reporting 
Labs)

● ASB Classroom $ 
● KQED Teach 
● C-SPAN Teacher 

Resources 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wBiBE9Xn0Ea5Xpztk6RoQ11WHgRCPnj3Y1u_-rjBASY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L2Eb_05Jlty-qIL-y2st41gwCWjclnr7s55kYYNIjmQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.story-maker.org/
https://www.story-maker.org/
https://www.story-maker.org/
https://asbclassroom.com/
https://teach.kqed.org/
https://www.studentcam.org/teaching_studentcam.htm
https://www.studentcam.org/teaching_studentcam.htm


Rubric 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DcfUVWU1VMisRBKaS-S95rGpudL8ab2KS3i4D0mIEos/edit


New York Times 
Editorial 

Contest  

06



Quarter Three 
Total: 43 Days
Editorial: 10 Days
Letter: 7 Days 









PrOcess

1. Look at Examples 
2. Plan Line of Reasoning 
3. Counterargument  
4. Draft One: Power Moves 
5. Writing Headlines 
6. Art Analysis using The New 

Yorker Covers (NYT Behind the 
Cover 

7. Visit Smithsonian American 
Art Museum 

8. Create Art (Canva)  

https://www.nytimes.com/series/behind-the-cover
https://www.nytimes.com/series/behind-the-cover
https://www.ted.com/talks/francoise_mouly_the_stories_behind_the_new_yorker_s_iconic_covers?language=en
https://wwnorton.com/books/9781324016472


REsouRces
Recommended Resources:

● Jostens J-Classes 
(Headlines) $

● New York Times 
Resources 

● The Lively Art of 
Writing - Transitions 

https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/advisers-and-staff/classroom-tools/j-classes
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/advisers-and-staff/classroom-tools/j-classes
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/01/learning/our-10th-annual-student-editorial-contest.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/01/learning/our-10th-annual-student-editorial-contest.html


Rubric 

https://int.nyt.com/data/documenttools/ln-editorial-contest-rubric/2d1617011b236dc6/full.pdf


Letter to a 
Politician   
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Quarter Three 
Total: 43 Days
Editorial: 10 Days
Letter: 7 Days 





https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mv3WS74y8WGycMmFYyncX5Cy_0tGXA9e/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108329022442868650176&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17oSCBnsVx8J90q7WBKPFi-wK2byvQmUw/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108329022442868650176&rtpof=true&sd=true


PrOcess

1. Visit from League of Women 
Voters 

2. Review Examples 
3. Pick Specific Call to Action and 

Politician
4. Research Politician (Rhetorical 

Situation)  
5. Plan Line of Reasoning 
6. Draft One: Power Moves 
7. Peer Edit 
8. Address and Send Letters



REsouRces

Recommended Resources:
● League of Women 

Voters (Find Your 
Local Chapter) 

● Crash Course 
History

● Making Numbers 
Count Chapter One 

https://www.lwv.org/
https://www.lwv.org/
https://youtu.be/evLR90Dx79M
https://youtu.be/evLR90Dx79M
https://heathbrothers.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/12/Making-Numbers-Count-intro.pdf
https://heathbrothers.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2021/12/Making-Numbers-Count-intro.pdf


Rubric 



KAte Cordes Krista McKim
cordesk@billingsschools.org Krista_L_McKim@mcpsmd.org

meganteaches@gmail.com

Contact Us 

Megan Harowitz


