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Session Description

Recognizing abstract 
ideas in non-fiction texts 
is essential when you 
engage in critical 
conversation. Today’s 
students constantly 
engage in critical 
conversations in their 
academic classes. In this 
session, we will examine 
historical and 
contemporary texts that 
resonate cultural ideas. 

Participants will design a 
lesson to incorporate the 
strategies modeled and 
practiced in the session.  
Skills include the following:  
recognizing intersections 
between texts, annotating 
texts for ideas, comparing 
perspectives, understanding 
a writer's purpose, and 
joining the conversation 
through writing.

Participants will engage in close 
reading exercises of multimodal 
texts that begin with an 
illuminating idea and annotate 
texts for deeper understanding of 
the rhetorical situation and 
writers' perspectives.  In addition, 
participants will examine how the 
understanding of textual 
intersections convey complex 
ideas that will develop 
sophisticated analyses and 
arguments. 



Access Our Slides
https://tinyurl.com/ideas23apac 

https://tinyurl.com/ideas23apac


● Introduce IDEAS as an essential part of 
the reading and writing process

● Discuss how abstract IDEAS intersect 
across disciplines

● Model annotation activity – examine how 
IDEAS connect to the argument and the 
writer's purpose

● Review IDEA-driven thesis statements 
and a unified line of reasoning 

● Discuss and share how to implement 
IDEAS in the classroom

● Question and answer

Session Agenda



● What are your greatest challenges 
in teaching students to write 
arguments?

● How do you encourage students 
to generate and develop their own 
ideas?

● Work with a small group around 
you and brainstorm idea words.

Introduction to IDEAS



IDEAS in Action
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Model Annotations
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Let’s Practice

● Choose one of the 
following texts and 
annotate it with a 
unifying idea in mind.

● Identify the writer’s 
perspective about 
the unifying idea in 
the text.

● Consider how that 
issue provides 
stimulus for a 
student’s own  
argument.



● State the topic 
● Select a unifying idea 
● Convey a perspective about that idea
● Develop reasons based on the idea and 

perspective
● Choose evidence to support the unified 

reasons
● Explain through commentary that links 

the evidence to the line of reasoning, 
and reasoning to the idea and 
perspective

Teaching Idea-focused Arguments

p. 140



Topic: Smartphones in 
classrooms

Idea: Learning 
Environment

Perspective: Distracting 
and tempting

For persuasive writing, 
add call to action: 
Students should refrain 
from using cellphones in 
class

Idea-focused Thesis Statements

p. 142



● Keeps the idea central

● Supports the writer’s perspective

● Contributes to a unified argument

● Supports rhetorical appeals

● May introduce counterargument

Relevant and Sufficient Evidence

p. 142



A unified 
argument 
carries the 
idea and 
perspective 
through the 
entire line of 
reasoning.

Organizing the Idea-focused Argument

pp. 
145-146



● Select a topic

● Select a unifying idea 

● Convey a perspective about 

that idea

● Develop reasons based on 

the idea and perspective

Let’s Practice

Topic: _________________________

Idea: __________________________

Perspective: ____________________

Reasons: ____________________

____________________

____________________



● How would idea-focused reading and 
writing impact student success?

● How will you implement the idea-focused 
argument in your reading and writing 
instruction?

● What additional questions do you have?

Sharing Our Best Practices / Q & A

The day sailor.  Maggie Taylor
https://www.westongallery.com/original-works-by/maggie-taylor

https://www.westongallery.com/original-works-by/maggie-taylor


Click on the images for more information and 
a closer look into Ideas in Argument 

and Ideas in Literature.

Contact Us: 
ideasauthors@gmail.com

https://www.bfwpub.com/high-school/us/product/Ideas-in-Argument/p/131935663X#:~:text=%E2%80%9CIdeas%20in%20Argument%20is%20a,well%20as%20argument%20and%20analysis.%E2%80%9D
https://www.bfwpub.com/high-school/us/product/Ideas-in-Literature/p/1319461743
mailto:ideasauthors@gmail.com

