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But first . . .
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● What was Wilsonʼs context?
● What are the varying contexts in which we 

might be studying this play with our students?
● What do we need to be mindful of in relation to 

those contexts?
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Passing as a motif…

In what ways does Troy 
attempt to pass?
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Do any other forms of passing 
exist within the play? 



Why Fences?
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The Place for Fences in the AP English Literature Course

● Listed on Q3 in 2002, 2003, 2005, 2009, 2010, 2021
● Of the 44 works since 2000 that have appeared on the AP 

exam for Q3 as many as or more times than Fences, Fences is 
○ 1 of 7 plays published in the last 122 years and the 

newest play of all 7 by 19 years
○ 1 of 9 works by a person of color
○ 1 of 2 plays by a person of color
○ 1 of the 3 most recently published (only All the Pretty 

Horses and Beloved are newer)

Fences by August Wilson



Past AP Questions Inviting the Use of Fences
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2002

2003

2005 B
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2009

2010 B
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2022

Past AP Questions Inviting the Use of Fences



Literature & Composition, 3e

                                                           

                                                            Exciting Features!
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Analyzing Language, Style, & Structure Questions - p. 1089
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From L&C 3e - p. 1078



p. 1062
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Literary Argument and Analysis Essay Prompts
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Close Reading OpportunityFences by August Wilson



Fences by August Wilson The Baseball Metaphors

Striking Out
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Death and the Outside Corner



The Baseball MetaphorsFences by August Wilson

Curve Balls and Bunting 



“Knuckleball” - E. Ethelbert MillerFences by August Wilson
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From August Wilsonʼs 1996 Speech, “The Ground on Which I Stand”

Theatre can do that. It can disseminate ideas, it can educate even the miseducated, because it is 
art—and all art reaches across that divide that makes order out of chaos, and embraces the truth that 
overwhelms with its presence, and connects man to something larger than himself and his imagination.

Theatre asserts that all of human life is universal. Love, Honor, Duty, Betrayal belong and pertain to 
every culture and every race. The way they are acted out on the playing field may be different, but 
betrayal is betrayal whether you are a South Sea Islander, a Mississippi farmer, or an English baron. All 
of human life is universal, and it is theatre that illuminates and confers upon the universal the ability to 
speak for all men . . . 

I believe in the American theatre. I believe in its power to inform about the human condition, I believe in 
its power to heal, “to hold the mirror as ʼtwere up to nature,” to the truths we uncover, to the truths we 
wrestle from uncertain and sometimes unyielding realities. All of art is a search for ways of being, of 
living life more fully.
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● The August Wilson Education 
Project - WQED

● American Theatre - The Ground on 
Which I Stand and Responses and 
Reflections
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Further Resources/Teaching Ideas

http://www.wqed.org/augustwilson/
http://www.wqed.org/augustwilson/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2016/06/20/the-ground-on-which-i-stand/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2016/06/20/the-ground-on-which-i-stand/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2016/06/20/the-ground-together-responses-reflections/
https://www.americantheatre.org/2016/06/20/the-ground-together-responses-reflections/



