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Please Introduce 
yourselves!

Name

Location

Something about your school 
environment



New — Exciting — Ahead of the Curve! 
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Passing by Nella Larsen 

● A novel of the Harlem Renaissance (1929)

● Larsen daughter of Danish mother and West Indian Father

● Story of two women who grew up in the same community, but take different paths 
as adults: one chooses to “pass.” 

● Extensions to many different forms of “passing,” masking, and constructing 
identity -- then and now

● Brit Bennett influenced by Larsen, champion of Passing, in her bestselling novel 
The Vanishing Half (2020)



Text Overview: The 
Harlem Renaissance

Extending Beyond the Text (p. 522 of 
Literature & Composition, Third Ed.)
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Writing Opportunities: Exam and Beyond
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Classroom Application: Themes and Approaches

● Identity and Masking (“We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar, Lit & Comp 
3e, p. 497)

● Conformity vs. Rebellion:  “At times, passing was an act of rebellion against the 
racial regime; on other occasions, it was a challenge to African Americansʼ struggle 
to shape and to nurture group identities and communities.”  Allyson Hobbs, A 
Chosen Exile, 2014 (p. 546)  

● How might you use the cover image for Passing (p. 537) to encourage critical 
reading and thinking about the novel?   

●
● …
● …
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Special Guest: Akua Duku Anokye 

● Arizona State University 
○ Office of Interdisciplinary Global Learning and Engagement (IGLE)

● Chief Reader, Advanced Placement English Language 
and Composition

● Past Chair, Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition Development Committee

● Past Chair
Conference on College Composition & 
Communication
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Reflections (for next PLC)
● Why do you think Nella Larsenʼs Passing is having a moment at this 

point in time? 

● Pair another passage from Passing with a clip from the film in a way 
that promotes close reading. (You might look at this clip, starting at 
3:40, with Tessa Thompson reading a passage while the film plays.)

● How might you use the cover image for Passing (Lit & Comp 3e, p. 
537) to encourage critical reading of and thinking about the novel? 

● Why do you think Passing (the novel) is enjoying a moment at this 
point in time?

● Whatever you suggest to promote/encourage bringing the novel to 
your students (either for the exam or beyond) …

https://youtu.be/fm0rCMpWfgY?t=227



